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NEWS

Co-op Connections 
Card Savings Update

In 2014,
members 
have saved 
a total of 
$228.86 on 

prescriptions using the Co-op 
Connections Card.

Ask yourself this–What does it mean 
to be a member of Twin Valley 
Electric Cooperative, a Touchstone 
Energy electric cooperative?   

As a member of Twin Valley, you 
have the power, a voice and control 
in how your electric co-op is run; in 
what’s best for the community; in the 
decisions that allow us to provide 
a� ordable electricity for your home. 
This October, we’re celebrating 
National Co-op Month, and we’re rec-
ognizing the most important part of 
our co-op–you, our members. 

Membership represents a vested 
interest–everyone is more engaged 
and attentive to something they 
feel a responsibility for. Touchstone 
Energy co-ops work to engage their 
members in all the issues surround-
ing the co-op. When members are 
engaged and informed they become 
advocates for their co-ops, not just 
consumers.

In today’s world, electric co-ops 
are doing more than just saving mon-
ey for their members. Touchstone 
Energy cooperatives make being a 
member of an electric cooperative a 
truly unique experience. 

Members are the reason cooper-
atives exist. When members embrace 
the idea that they have more than a 
passing interest in their co-op, and 
that they actually are the owners, 
with an ability to help guide it, that 

is the power of co-op 
membership.

The power of co-op 
membership is the coop-
erative di� erence, and our 
business ‘bottom line’ is 
the empowerment of you, 
our member-owners. Twin 
Valley actively engages 
with the communities in 
our service territory.  

This year Twin Valley is 
going to celebrate National 
Cooperative Month by 
holding an open house 
at our new headquarters 
facilities to show apprecia-
tion to all of our members.   

We hope that each of 
you can join us on Thurs-
day, October 9 at your co-
operative’s new headquar-
ters located just east of the junction 
of Highway 59 and 160 approximately 
one-mile east of Altamont.  

We will be giving tours of the 
new facility and will have representa-
tives present to answer any questions 
you might have about any of the en-
ergy e�  ciency and security features 
incorporated in the design of the new 
o�  ce, warehouse and garage areas.  

We believe that our members 
will fi nd the new facility to be very 
appropriate and functional for our 
daily work activities.  

Ron Holsteen

Electricity Remains a Good Value
FROM THE MANAGER

Join us for 
a tour of 
our new 
facility on 
October 9.
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Draft Dodgers: Weather Stripping Your Home
There is no doubt about it; the cold 
weather is on its way. Not only is it im-
portant to make sure that your heating 
unit is working properly, but you should 
check your home to make sure that 
none of that heat is escaping. 

When the weather turns colder, 
drafts around windows and doors are 
constantly letting in cool air. Most 
people will immediately want to raise 
their thermostat even higher; how-
ever, that will cause you to use more 
energy unnecessarily. The best solution 
is to weather strip your home. This is 
typically an easy fi x that will eliminate 
energy waste and help you save on 
your monthly electric bill. 

Sometimes drafts are obvious, and 
other times the openings are much 
smaller. Here are two quick ways to fi nd 
out if heat is escaping from your home. 
For doors, look for daylight between 
the door and its frame, if you see even 
a hint of light in between the two, you 

need to weather strip that area. For 
windows, place a piece of paper be-
tween the sash and the seal then close 
it. If you can remove the piece of paper 
from the window without ripping it, 
you need to weather strip that area.

The great thing about all of this 
is that weather stripping is easy! There 
is an assortment of materials available 
to you (like rubber, foam, metal, etc.) 
and they are all inexpensive. Once you 
have purchased what you need, keep 
the following in mind before you begin 
weather stripping: be sure the surface 
is dry and clean, measure the area more 
than once for best accuracy, and apply 
so that strips compress both sides of 
the window or door. 

To weather strip windows:
Place the stripping between the 

frame and the sash.
Be sure that it compresses the win-

dow when shut.

Check to make sure that the strip-
ping does not interfere with the 
moving of the window.

To weather strip doors:
Choose the proper sweeps and 

thresholds for your door.
Weather-strip the entire door jamb.
Make sure the stripping meets tightly 

at both corners.
Use a thickness that allows for a tight 

press between the door and the 
ground, but one that does not make 
the door di�  cult to shut. 

Roughly half of the energy that 
your home uses comes from heating 
and cooling. So the next time you feel 
an uncomfortable draft in your home, 
do not immediately crank up the heat. 
Check to fi nd out where the draft is 
coming from and properly weather 
strip the area. This will ultimately save 
you more energy and more money in 
the end.
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