




veterans experience in the military. 
Veterans are trustworthy and goal 
oriented, wanting to do right for 
their community.

May is Military Appreciation 
Month and at Twin Valley Electric, 
we are proud to serve veterans and 
their families within our community. 
But beyond our gratitude, 
cooperatives demonstrate our deep 
appreciation through our actions and 
ongoing commitment to veterans 
and their families. 

Nationally, electric co-ops support 
the “Vets Power Us” program, which 
is aimed at employing and honor-
ing veterans and their families. This 
effort involves partnering with other 
electric co-ops across the country 
along with the Department of Labor, 
the Department of Defense, the Vet-
erans Administration and others to 
hire veterans in the energy industry.

This month I hope you’ll join me 
in recognizing the sacrifices veterans 
have made to our great country — 
and the many contributions they 
continue to make to our wonderful 
community. Veterans, we salute you!

May is Military 
Appreciation Month
Continued from page 12A 

Notice to Twin Valley Members

Twin Valley has hired Apex ROW to apply herbicide treatment to unwanted 
vegetation in our electric rights-of-way. Proper maintenance of vegetation growth 
under and near our power lines is necessary to provide reliable electric service to 
our members.

APEX WILL BEGIN WORK SOON IN THE AREA DEPICTED NORTHWEST OF 
PARSONS. Their trucks and UTVs will be marked with the Twin Valley logo. The 
product that will be applied is safe to humans, pets and livestock. It is regulated by 
the Environmental Protection Agency and the Department of Agriculture. They will 
not spray in any yards or gardens, and will take precautions around crop fields. 

If you have bee hives, organic gardens/crops, or vineyards, etc., and prefer no 
spraying on your property, please let us know. Also, if you wish to be placed on a 
national registry used by pesticide/herbicide applicators, you may register at the 
following registration sites: www.driftwatch.org or www.fieldwatch.com. 
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Apex ROW crews will begin work northwest of Parsons as highlighted above. Their trucks 
and UTVs will be marked with the Twin Valley logo.
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DO ensure you’re using the correct 
wattage in all light fixtures.

DO keep electrical devices away 
from water to prevent electric shock.

DON’T place flammable items, 
like potholders, napkins or dish towels 
near the stove while cooking.

DON’T overload electrical 
outlets with more devices than the 
circuit can handle.

A Safe, 
Happy House

4 Easy Ways to Boost 
Electrical Safety at Home

May is National
Electrical Safety Month

Protect Your Community: 
Prevent Grass and Brush Fires
Grass and brush are excellent fuels for 
fire, making fires involving ground cover 
and foliage extremely dangerous and 
destructive. Grass and brush fires, which 
are often referred to or generalized as 
wildfires in the U.S., can travel up to 
15.5 miles per hour and can spread to 
tens of thousands of acres within a few 
hours of ignition. In North America, the 
peak season for grass and brush fires 
is between June and August, but they 
can occur year-round. While they are 
most common in areas experiencing 
prolonged drought, grass and brush fires 
can occur anywhere weather conditions 
are dry and winds are high. 

Grass and brush fires can occur 
naturally when lightning strikes the 
ground or when high winds bring down 
power lines, both of which can cause a 
spark and ignite a fire. However, 85% of 
wildfires are caused by humans burning 
debris, using hot equipment on grass, 
improperly discarding cigarettes, leaving 
campfires unattended or intentionally 
setting a fire. 

To keep your family safe from grass 
and brush fires, follow these safety tips:
 Be aware of any Red Flag Warnings 

and Fire Weather Watches issued by 
the National Weather Service. 
 Never build a campfire, shoot 

fireworks, burn debris, use a barbecue 
pit or initiate a controlled burn 
when warnings are in effect. Before 
engaging in any of these activities, 
check local ordinances. 
 If engaging in these activities, never 

leave the area unattended and 
keep a shovel, bucket of water, fire 
extinguisher or other fire suppression 
tools on hand.
 If you see a downed power line 

or other damaged electrical 
equipment, notify Twin Valley 
Electric Cooperative at 866-784-
5500 immediately. Never approach 
a downed power line or try to 
move one; stay at least 50 feet away 
from the area and warn others to 
do the same.
 Do not park cars, trucks, boats or 

recreational vehicles on dry grass or 
shrubs. Always keep vehicles properly 
maintained to avoid sparking and 
overheating.
 Use an approved spark arrester on all 

internal combustion engine-powered 
equipment on your property, such as 
lawn mowers, chain saws, tractors and 
trimmers. Check and replace spark 
arresters periodically.
For more information about electrical 

safety, visit www.SafeElectricity.org. 

GRASS AND BRUSH FIRES
can travel up to 
15.5 MILES PER HOUR
and can spread to tens of 
thousands of acres 
within a few hours of ignition.
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15.5 miles per hour
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